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Nechama Gold

The Gerrer Shteibel on Spring Hill, Clapton 
celebrated a beautiful hachnosas Sefer Torah 
last Sunday evening, commissioned by Reb 
Meir Yerachmiel Glazer, in memory of his 
grandparents and his mother who was niftar 
on Erev Rosh Hashanah.

 Many guests arrived from abroad in honour 
of the simcha, amongst them Mr Glazer’s 
father and siblings as well as representatives 

of various institutions that he supports. The a 
ksivas ha’osyos took place in the Glazer home 
on Castlewood Road with the participation 
of a great number of local rabbonim, family 
and friends.

At 5.30 in the afternoon, accompanied by a 
large crowd, the Sefer Torah was taken under 
the chuppah, going through Castlewood 
Road, Ashtead Road and into Spring Hill. 
It was then welcomed into its new home 
in the Spring Hill shteibel, while dancing 

accompanied with music continued in the 
shul uninterrupted for some time. Reb Yisroel 
Dovid Meir Stobiecky, father in law of Mr 
Glazer, was honoured with Le’Dovid Mizmor.

More than two hundred people joined 
the seudas mitzvah in the Beis Rachel Hall. 
In the chair was Reb Moshe Lieberman, 
gabbai of the shteibel. Reb Glazer made a 
siyum on maseches Beitzah. Speaking were 
the Gerrer Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Yaakov Meir 
Rosenbaum and the father of the donor, Reb 

Moshe Shimon Glazer from Eretz Yisroe,l 
who related the family’s illustrious history, 
his parents’ travails during the Holocaust 
and their close connection with the Rebbes of 
Bobov and Radomsk. 

Two brothers in law, Reb Pinchas 
Menachem Stobiecky of Beit Shemesh and 
Reb Yisroel Mondrowitz of London also 
spoke and gramen were sung, acknowledging 
the constant support that the shteibel receives 
from Reb Glazer. 

Torah simcha at Gerrer Shteibel

This year preparations for Sukkos 
over here began early as few days 
were available after Yom Kippur. 
Evidence of activity included huge 
deliveries of plywood and timber to 
local hardwood stores, stacked high 
outside on the pavement. The sound 
of saws and electric hammers soon 
began to permeate the atmosphere, 
stores open late into the night. In 
chutz l’aretz it would have earned a 
complaint to the council!

In Eretz Yisrael there’s no such 
thing as a sukkah in the garden or 
a converted interior. Over here it’s 
all on the outside, on the ground 
floor for those who live there, or 

for those on upper floors on the 
mirpeset (balcony). You’ll usually 
be able to make use of some stone 
walls of your building for your 
sukkah, the others plywood ones 
you have erected. In this part of the 
world you may even find a sukkah 
on the back of a camel. But don’t go 
up on it on Yom Tov! 

Chol HaMoed was hot this year, 
averaging about 26c (80f) most 
of the time, with a hint of cloud 
only one day, and perhaps twenty 
minutes of light rain. Nothing to be 
mitz’tair about! The good weather 
facilitates plenty of outside activity 
which popularly includes travelling 

between the various towns, children 
and grandchildren from outlying 
communities visiting parents in the 
longer established ones. Whether 
it’s Egged, Superbus, Afikim 
(‘Springs’) or Kavim (‘Lines’), the 
different bus companies roll up one 
after the other. Families clamber 
aboard as buggies are stored in the 
luggage compartment below. It’s a 
neis everyone gets on!

Chol Hamoed would not be 
complete without a visit to the 
Kosel, direct buses laid on from 
the various shechunas (districts) 
of Jerusalem for the occasion. 
Naturally, it’s bus No. 1! A special 
time to go is Motzoei Shabbos, after 
all the minyanin for Maariv have 
ended. It’s relatively quiet at that 
time, the atmosphere relaxed, and 
the weather cool. People have 
come there to say Tehillim or for 
personal tefillos. It’s a rewarding 
time to go.  

After Sukkos, the days until 
Rosh Chodesh were busy. Your 
son could opt for the Iggud trip, the 
organisation for bnei yeshiva with 
branches around Jerusalem. Very 
much looked forward to is the trip 
at the end of each bein hazmanim, 
which this time went northwards. 
It included the new amusement 
park at Ma’aleh Adumin, twenty 

minutes from Jerusalem, then 
up to the Kinneret to the water 
park there, Aqua Keif al HaMayim. 
The day would not be complete 
without late night food and musical 
accompaniment, and a return home 
in the early hours of the morning. 
At a cost of 95 shekels per talmid 
(subsidised) it’s excellent value, as 
your son will likely be exhausted 

the next day as well!   
At the very end of bein hazmanim 

– as in fact every erev Rosh 
Chodesh— you could take a trip up 
to the kivrei tzaddikim in the north, to 
Meron, Tzfas, Tiveria and Amuka, 
an appropriate way to conclude this 
special month.  Finally, everyone 
wishes each other a gezunten winter, 
or a winter mit gezunt!

Still remembering Sukkos
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Ready for Sukkos this year in a northern district of Jerusalem.
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