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How are we faring here in 
Jerusalem? The good news 
is that the current situation 
contrasts sharply with the 
same period last year. At 
that time restriction after 
restriction descended upon 
us, as the world all around 
closed down: family and 
friends were forbidden to 

gather, even for the Seder; 
travel from home was limited; 
shuls were locked; yeshivas 
and schools closed; only 
essential services permitted 
to operate; and ‘distance 
learning’ became the norm.

Now, here in Israel, as 
we conclude our third seger 
(lockdown), the difficulties 

of the past appear to be 
moving behind us. This 
is especially so for those 
who possess a Tav Yarok 
(Green Card), available to 
anyone who has either had 
the chisoun (vaccination) 
or has recovered from 
corona. Combined with a 
photo-bearing identity card, 

it exempts the bearer from 
restrictions, permitting 
travel and gathering together 
with others. It’s the path to 
freedom, just the thing for 
Zeman Cheruseinu! 

After the difficulties of the 
past year – may they indeed 
be behind us – there is a 
great deal to learn from our 
experience and to be grateful 

for. In our case, in regard to 
davening – where we live 
the buildings surround a 
central courtyard – we had 
the opportunity to maintain 
tefillah. We didn’t miss a 
single davening, not a kaddish, 
Krias Hatorah, Haftorah or 
Megillah.  Right through the 
year, seedtime and harvest, 
cold and heat, summer and 

winter, day and night, it did 
not cease.

We need to be grateful, 
too, in other ways. Being 
the sixth year of the 
Shmittah cycle – regarding 
which the Torah promises a 
blessing of three years – we 
have indeed been blessed.  
After a winter of plenty 
full rainfall, the level of the 
Kinneret – one of the main 
sources of fresh water for 
the land – has risen from 
day to day.

Recently, the lake reached 
a record high, less than 
50cm. from capacity, known 
as ‘the Upper Red Line’. It 
is not permitted to rise any 
higher in order to prevent 
flooding and damage to 
surrounding land. It’s the 
stage at which the sluice 
gates of the Deganiah dam, 
at the southern edge of the 
lake, have to be opened – a 
rare phenomenon – sending 
much-needed water into the 
Jordan, and onwards down 
to the Dead Sea. With the 
snow-melt on the Hermon 
still to come, together with 
strong streams already 
flowing, this is sure to 
happen.  

A year after corona first 
hit, this time the shops are 
busy with the usual pre-
Yom Tov rush. The days are 
already getting longer and 
warmer, with excitement 
in the air. A sure sign of 
recovery is that this time 
the Shabbos Hagadol derosha 
was in shul, not on the 
phone, and one could sell 
chometz directly with the 
rav, not impersonally at the 
door. We have survived, to 
a lesser or greater extent, 
and offer thanks to Hashem 
– for keeping us alive, 
sustaining us, and bringing 
us to this season.

At this time, too, we offer 
a prayer, that it is indeed 
the end of our difficulties 

and the conclusion of this 
long Golus. It is time, Abishter. 
It is time – to slay the Malach 
Hamaves, who killed the 
slaughterer, who slaughtered 
the ox, that drank the water, 
that doused the fire, that 
burned the stick, that hit the 
dog, that bit the cat, that ate 
the goat, bimhera b’yameinu. 

This year in Jerusalem!  

From Seger to Seder: 
this year in Jerusalem
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