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This is what it’s like inside my head

Here in Yerushalayim a single night can 
make a difference. The previous night – it 
was Leil Yom Kippur – as the sun began to 
sink towards the horizon, the streets were 
full of men rushing towards shul, trailed 
by sons. Already attired in tallis and kittel, 
machzor in hand, the tension of the day was 
clearly apparent.The next night, soon after 
Havdalah and Kiddush Levana, the change 
was tangible. For those whose sukkah was 
not already standing, the night meant a 
fervent effort to put it up. Over here, our 
buildings are four or five storeys high – in 
the newer areas twice that amount – so 
shlepping the boards and schach from the 
basement or the roof where they are stored is 
no easy task. The cheder madreigot (building 
staircase) quickly becomes congested, a 
train of people going up and down. Soon, 
the sound of raised voices is heard from 
each mirpeset (balcony), the noise of the 
hammer and drill filling the atmosphere. 
You’re also likely to hear the latest CD with 
Yom Tov nigunim, accompanying those 
erecting their sukkahs.

Throughout the night the streets were 
similarly busy, especially the supermarket 
and tambour (hardware store). Everyone 
knows from experience not to leave the 
food shopping to the last minute as there 
will be nothing left, the shelves wiped 
clean. Doing so can lead to tension and 
provided more than a cross word when 
back at home! The tambour, too, has one of 
its busiest days, stacks of boards and timber 
piled up on the pavement outside, someone 
with an electric saw cutting everything to 
size. The neighbours don’t complain. After 
all, it’s Zeman Simchaseinu!

For those who have not already purchased 
their Arba Minim – its highly recommended 
to do so before Yom Kippur – they can be 
purchased at numerous locations in each 
shechunah (district). For one in the unusual 
situation of having time on his hands, a visit 

to the shuk in front of the Zupnik building 
in Geulah is highly recommended, open 
from straight after Yom Kippur until 2p.m. 
erev Sukkos. There you’ll see hundreds of 
vendors plying their wares, real bargains 
availably if you leave your purchase to erev 
Yom Tov.

This year as usual, for Chol-Hamoed a 
host of activities were available. Other 
than the usual family visits, on top of 
the list is of course a visit to the Kosel. 
The buses run there all through the year 
– numbers 1, 2 and 3 – each with their 
respective route. However, on Chol Hamoed 
additionally routes are laid on from the 
various shechunahs, from north to south of 
the city, taking you there directly without 
stops on the way. Anyone actually within 
walking distance of the Kosel can go there 
on Shabbos, taking advantage of the ‘free’ 
bus ride home afterwards. As you’ve got 
nothing on you with which to pay, you’re 
permitted to pay for two rides the next 
time you take a trip.Almost every shul and 
Chassidus has its Simchas Beis Hashoeva, 
lasting well into the night – or rather into 
the early hours. Most famous is the one at 
Toldos Aaron at the end of Mea Shearim 
, which continues until three or four in 
the morning each day of Chol Hamoed. 
Their huge Beis Hamedrash is packed with 
constant dancing, and in the enormous 
sukkah food and refreshments are flowing 
freely, complete with a nice pareve cholent. 
Anyone who never saw the Simchas Beis 
Hashoeva at Toldos Aaron never saw 
simcha in his life!This year Geulah and 
Mea Shearim were packed with tourists, 
more than making up for three years of 
Coronavirus restrictions, the place looking 
more like a pedestrian precinct than a road. 
To get anywhere you had to wind your 
way through the multitude of sukkahs 
erected on the pavement outside pizza 
and falafel stores, more than you imagined 

ever existed. This year, anyone asking for 
directions was likely to be an American 
breaking his teeth over Ivrit!

So, come the end of Sukkos and Simchas 
Torah, shuls were packed with boxes of 
cake and drinks, ready for the great day. 
Early that afternoon, erev Yom Tov, the 
bocherim began returning to yeshiva, a day 
no-one would miss. Straight after Sukkos 
there’s a backlog of chasunahs, as they 
don’t take place during Ellul, so one’s 
diary is normally marked with a few to 
attend. For those talmidim getting married 
soon afterwards, this time their return to 
yeshiva will be their last Simchas Torah 
there, where have been a talmid for the 

previous five or six years. It’s a decidedly 
nostalgic moment.

Simchas Torah arrives and the 
shul furniture is pushed aside for the 
dancing. This year, the Iriyah (Jerusalem 
Municipality) for the first time provided 
the peklach of nash for each child to give 
out at Kol Hane’arim emblazoned with 
their logo and good wishes – ‘b’Birchas 
Chag Somayach’ – another reason to say a 
Shehecheyanu!

The author is an avreich in Yerushalayim: 
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Sukkahs in a courtyard in Jerusalem ready for Yom Tov

Peklach provided by the Iriyah this year 
for Simchas Torah

Street posters announcing a Hachnosas 
Sefer Torah for straight after Sukkos


