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As every year, immediately on Motzoei Yom Kippur, here 
in Eretz Yisrael the atmosphere completely changes, a real 
contrast to the previous night. The quiet and solemness 
of Yom Kippur suddenly disappear, replaced by a night of 
noise and activity: the sound of the hammer and drill as 
sukkahs go up, if not already standing. The buildings all 
around are stone, so everything echoes, creating quite a 
cacophony! As for hardware stores, its peak season, open 
into the early hours, pavements lit by spotlight outside 
with all types of material for the sukkah, together with the 
constant whine of the electric saw as timber is cut to size. 

The usual place for the sukkah in Eretz Yisrael is of course 
on the mirpeset (balcony), but it might also be on the ground 
floor for those who live there, or even on the roof for those 
on the top floor. Wherever it’s situated, it’ll mean shlepping 
the sukkah walls and schach from their storage place up 
and down the cheder madregot (staircase) in the building, 
not a job to be entrusted to children as care and caution is 
required. The floor is soon covered by all types of debris, 
which will need a good sweep before Yom Tov. However, 
the first and least appealing task – before even touching the 
sukkah – will be to clean the mirpeset, open to the elements 
all year, dust, rain and heat.

Not to be beaten by their elders, at this time of year the 

avodah of cheder boys is to collect every bit of wood they can 
find to build their own sukkah, an activity only equaled 
one other time in the year after Pesach by their search for 
material for the Lag b’Omer medurah. Neighbours are asked 
for any spare schach and plywood boards, crates and other 
packing material also making their way to where the sukkah 
will go up. These mini sukkahs are a true sight to behold, 
ten tefachim high (or more), with four walls. According to 
most opinions, they’re ‘Kosher l’Brachah!’  The boys call it 
their ‘Machaneh’ (Camp), which only they are allowed to 
enter; anyone else at his risk! On Chol-Hamoed you’ll find 
them inside, enjoying a shmuz and a good nash! 

Of course, whilst busy with all this activity, we still can’t 
get away from the war going on around us. Although things 
have been relatively quiet in Jerusalem, the night before 
Rosh Hashanah with its barrage of ballistic missiles left 
sirens ringing in our ears, and uncertainty what was in store 
for the next few days. Children are no help in this matter; 
one of their favourites to imitate – accurately – the wail of 
the siren!   

In the north of the country of course, the situation is quite 
different, where whole regions are under constant attack, 
many residents away from their homes and livelihood now 
for a complete year. We’ve become accustomed to daily 

news punctuated by tragedy, the loss or injury of precious 
neshamas. This is of course all apart from the pain of those 
still held captive. 

So, we came to Sukkos this year, the tefillah of the Kohen 
Gadol on Yom Kippur still remaining with us, expressing 
our innermost thoughts: ‘May this year coming upon us, 
Your people Israel, be a year of abundance, of blessing, 
of beneficial decrees … a year in which You will bless our 
going and coming…’. We breathed a sigh of relief Yom 
Tov night when we recited the beracha:  ‘Shehecheyanu 
v’kiyamanu v’higiyanu lazman hazeh.’
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For his doctoral dissertation in history at 
the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Yehuda 
Bauer focused on the British Mandate that 
before Israel’s independence controlled 
historic Palestine.

In a conversation with Abba Kovner, the 
poet who had led the resistance to Nazi rule 
in the Vilna ghetto, the young historian said 
he knew there was a larger story to tell but 
admitted that he was fearful of taking on a 
subject as monumental as the Holocaust.

Kovner convinced him that there was no 
more important event in Jewish history and 
that his fear of the subject was “a very good 
starting point.”

Over the next 60 years, Bauer, who has 
died at age 98, would go on to become 
perhaps the preeminent scholar of the 
Holocaust, chronicling in meticulous detail 
and pointed analysis the destruction of 
European Jewry, the unprecedented nature 
of the Shoah and the need to apply its lessons 
to prevent similar human catastrophes.

Among his groundbreaking books 
were “Out of the Ashes” (1989), about 
the American Jewish role in rehabilitating 
survivors of the genocide; “Jews for 
Sale?” (1995), about the morally troubling 
negotiations between Nazi and Jewish 
leaders in the early years of the war, and 
“Rethinking the Holocaust” (2001), an 
overview of the field of Holocaust studies 
that included sometimes searing critiques of 
his contemporaries.

“In many ways, the entire field of 
Holocaust education, remembrance, and 
research is part of Yehuda’s legacy,” Robert 
J. Williams, the executive director of the USC 

Shoah Foundation, wrote in an appreciation. 
’’For historians of my generation, many of 
the books we read in graduate school were 
Yehuda’s contributions. If we were not 
reading Yehuda, there was a good chance we 
were reading the works of historians trained 
and mentored by Yehuda.”

Bauer was also the first advisor 
to what became the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, an 
intergovernmental agency founded in 
1998 to strengthen Holocaust education 
and remembrance. Last year, after Bauer 
announced his retirement as the IHRA’s 
honorary chair at age 97, U.S. Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken sent a letter describing 
the historian as “an example we all want 
to emulate: someone who speaks the truth 
about the darkest chapter of our history, and 
someone who teaches us to look forward as 
we learn from looking back.”

Bauer was born in Prague in 1926, and 
with his family left Czechoslovakia on March 
15, 1939, the same day the country was 
annexed by the Nazis. The family fled to 
Poland and Romania before settling in British 
Mandate Palestine later that year.
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Bauer attended high school in Haifa 
and served in the pre-state Jewish 
paramilitary known as the Palmach. He 
studied at Cardiff University in Wales on a 
scholarship, returning home to Israel to fight 

in the 1948-49 War of Independence. (Welsh 
was one of the nine languages he was able 
to speak.)

He is survived by two daughters, three 
step-children and numerous grandchildren.




